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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 20 and 27-28 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Crowson et al. US 2002/0000930. 

As per claim 20, Crowson teaches a server for receiving location information 
from a locator device, the server comprising: 

a database configured to store information associated with a plurality of users, 
the information including contact information and a physical description associated with 
each of the users, and a processing device configured to: 

receive a signal transmitted from the locator device associated with a first one of 
the users, and 

identify contact information associated with the first user stored in the database 
(See paragraph 34 which teaches a location server that allows a user to send a signal 
to the server so that it can locate said user. The system uses a database server to 
store physical description data: 

As indicated above, the database 66 stores profile 
information for each user of the location detection service. For 
example, a carrier of a position sensing system 52 may wish to 
activate a button on the two-way pager 56 that causes his or her 
current location to be stored in the database and accessed by a 
few key individuals. What to do with the location information 
and the identity of the users and their passwords as to who can 
access the information are therefore stored in the database 66. 
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Alternatively, if the user presses another button on the two-way 
pager 56, the location database 66 stores a rule that causes the 
location determination service 64 to contact an emergency agency 
and have emergency personnel dispatched to the user's location. 
In addition, the database 66 may store a physical description of 
the carrier of the position-sensing device 52 so that this 
information can be given to emergency personnel if desired. 

Crowson also teaches (paragraph 20) storing contact information (eg. phone 
number) of the mobile unit: 

Based on the identifier of the calling cellular telephone 
50, the location determination service 64 accesses a database 66 
that determines if the cellular phone is equipped with a 
position sensing system 52. 

As per claim 27, Crowson teaches claim 20, wherein the signal includes location 
information identifying a location of the locator device (Para #20 and #34). 



As per claim 28, Crowson teaches claim 27 wherein the signal represents an 
emergency request message (Para #34). 
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Claims 21-23 and 25-26 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Crowson and Agre. 

As per claims 21 and 23, Crowson teaches claim 21 , and using the database for 
the location of each user and sending a physical description (see Para #34 which 
teaches determining location of the user and sending physical description to emergency 
personnel) but is silent on to the nearest locating party. 

Agre teaches (figure 3a, steps 106 and 108) determining which service providers 
are available to support the mobile (see C7, L24 to C8, L15). One skilled understands 
that this "determination step" either requires real-time negotiations and/or a previously 
predetermined negotiation. The most common negotiation means would be person-to- 
person and/or a phone call. Secondary means would be via email and/or fax. 
Furthermore, Agre teaches directing calls to the nearest emergency services center 
(abstract) which again requires previous negotiation. The examiner takes Official 
Notice that one skilled would perform contacting a preferred provider via in-person 
means and/or via email/fax. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Crowson, such that contacting the preferred provider via one of a voice 
telephone call, a facsimile message, and an e-mail message, to provide means for 
setting up the new service provider link. 

As per claims 22 and 25-26, Crowson teaches claim 21/20 but is silent on 

contacting the nearest locating party via one of a voice telephone call, a facsimile 
message, and an e-mail message. 

Agre teaches (figure 3a, steps 106 and 108) determining which service providers 
are available to support the mobile (see C7, L24 to C8, L15). One skilled understands 
that this "determination step" either requires real-time negotiations and/or a previously 
predetermined negotiation. The most common negotiation means would be person-to- 
person and/or a phone call. Secondary means would be via email and/or fax. 
Furthermore, Agre teaches directing calls to the nearest emergency services center 
(abstract) which again requires previous negotiation. The examiner takes Official 
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Notice that one skilled would perform contacting a preferred provider via in-person 
means and/or via email/fax. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Crowson, such that contacting the preferred provider via one of a voice 
telephone call, a facsimile message, and an e-mail message, to provide means for 
setting up the new service provider link. 

Claim 24 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Crowson 
and Copley US 6,650,902. 

As per claim 24, Crowson teaches claim 20 but is silent on, comprising: 

a network interface configured to connect the server to a network, wherein 
the server is configured to send a command to the locator device to change a rate of 
reporting of the locator device to the database server. 

Copley teaches adjusting the rate at which the unit transmits location data 
messages: 

" ... Messages are transmitted periodically from the portable 
device to a monitoring system via a wireless telephone network . 
The messages include the location of the portable device and the 
operational status of the wearable device. Transmission rate of 
the messages from the portable device to the monitoring system 
is adjusted by reducing the transmission rate when the portable 
device is within a specified region and increasing the 
transmission rate when the portable device is outside the 
specified region ..." (CI, L60 to C2 , L35) . 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 

modify Crowson, such that it has a network interface configured to connect the server to 
a network, wherein the server is configured to send a command to the locator device to 
change a rate of reporting of the locator device to the database server, to provide 
means for the network operator to change the message reporting rate. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



Claims 1-19 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

1 . These claims recite highly specific designs which are not found, either alone 
or in combination, in the prior art of record. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen M. D'Agosta whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7862. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bill Trost can be reached on 571-272-7872. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 




